


Operation Walk Visits Nicaragua
T h e re is a great satisfaction that comes from helping a community in need of medical care. Managua, the capital of
Nicaragua, was the community to which we offered our assistance. The population of Managua has grown rapidly in the
last half century, as rural residents’ migrate in search of a better life. The community and hospital are antiquated and
i m p overished. The team worked in extreme conditions. The temperature in the hospital rooms typically exc e e d e d
90 degrees. 
Operation Walk De n ver journeyed to Managua, in hopes of aiding people’s quest for a better life. This team of 40,
consisting of physicians, nurses, physical therapists and surgical technologists, vo l u n t e e red skill and time to make a
d i f f e rence. Operation Walk De n ver was responsible for providing all the equipment and supplies, including anesthesia,
surgical equipment, and medication.

Dr. Roger Morales and his staff in Managua spend month in preparation, preparing over
75 patients for the Operation Walk De n ver team to evaluate. Un f o rt u n a t e l y, the Op e r a t i o n
Walk De n ver team could only complete 48 joint replacement surgeries, despite a week of
long hours. The team helped many yet left others still disabled and praying for another
Op Walk Denver mission’s return to Managua in the near future.
One case in particular invo l ved Carla, a woman in her early twenties. She had seve re
rheumatoid arthritis since early childhood. Her knee joint fused allowing no bending.
She needed surgery in order to walk and perform daily activities without assistance.
Through corrective total joint surgery, Dr. Dennis and the Operation Walk Denver team
made it possible for Carla to walk again. She has been able to begin a new independent
life, free of pain. 

Carla was just one example of the life changing surgeries provided to this community. Operation Walk Denver was able
to give both the young and old an opportunity to take pain-free steps in their quest toward a better life.

Meet the Team
O ver the next year we’ll take the opportunity to introduce some of the essential members to the Operation Walk De n ve r
team. Volunteers are an absolutely essential to Operation Walk De n ve r, which is why we’d liked you to get to know Ji l l i a n .
Jillian Ne u h a rt was born in De n ve r, Colorado. She attended St Jo h n’s Lutheran grade school and Denver Lutheran
High School. After graduating from high school 
She attended Scottsdale Community College for Interior Design. Jillian’s vocation changed when she
realized she wanted to help and care for people. She continued her studies at SCC for pre-requisites
in nursing and became a surgical technologist in 1993.
Jillian worked at Rose Hospital for ten years and she was very much involved in the Rose Total Joint
Institute. She is now the total joint coordinator for the operating room in the New Porter Center for
Joint Replacement. 
Jillian has a love for travel and has taken every opportunity to see the world. In 2003, Dr. Douglas
Dennis asked Jillian if she would be interested in a mission to Nicaragua with Operation Walk.
Dr. L a w rence Do o r, a colleague of Dr. Dennis, headed up Operation Walk in Los Angeles and wanted to expand the
mission to other cities. Would Dr. De n n i s’ team in De n ver be interested? Jillian and the rest of Dr. De n n i s’ team jumped
at the opportunity. They were off to Nicaragua.
On the first day in Managua, the capital of Nicaragua, they toured the hospital and began screening patients. T h e re we re
100 people waiting to be seen, some with make shift crutches. Some we re unable to work or support their family due
to the debilitating pain. Jillian’s heart went out to the people of Managua as she realized the importance of this mission. 
In one week they completed over thirty-five total joint replacement procedures. The doctors and staff were dedicated to
helping people regain their lives. This kind of commitment really changed her. Jillian was so overwhelmed by what she
saw and how she could make a difference, she returned home and helped start Operation Walk Denver.
Now after several trips to Cuba, Nicaragua, Pe ru, Guatemala and El Sa l va d o r, Ji l l i a n’s experience continues to change
her life. Ji l l i a n’s ongoing commitment to Operation Walk De n ver has helped make it a success. She continues to dedicate
a large portion of her to time to this worthy cause.



Partnering for the future of
Operation Walk Denver

You may wish to become involved on a personal level
with OpWalk Denver. This is a wonderful way to
become an active partner with this ministry of “restoring
the joy of walking” to many of the hurting in this world. 
We gratefully accept cash, checks and credit cards. We
can even arrange for monthly, quarterly or semi-annual
contributions through your credit card.
Have you considered the option of planned giving
through a bequest or a life income plan, or gifts of life
insurance or stocks? You can create a legacy for your
children and grandchildren, thanks to the new tax-
favored ways of giving. William Eck, CWC, can help you
decide if this is an option for you by providing the in-
depth information you may need to make a difference
now and for the future. Call for help creating a legacy at
303-715-7608.

Unique and Creative Ways
You Can Help

There are also unique, creative ways to partner with us.
Do you have a connection with a printer, a medical
supply company, a warehouse or an air freighter?
We can plan more trips each year if the costs of each
mission were reduced through donations or reduced
cost for shipping, meds, supplies and even the printing
of letterhead, envelopes and our quarterly newsletter.
Call us at 303-715-7605 to help Operation Walk De n ve r
reach the world by “restoring the joy of walking.”

A Letter from Room 402
(This letter is from patients of Operation Walk Denver translated into English
for the doctors and staff.)

For the love of God and of mankind, we appreciate you
and your dedication to us and to the country of Ni c a r a g u a .
Because of the situation of extreme pove rty in Ni c a r a g u a,
we lack the economic re s o u rces to perform these types
of surgeries. Thanks to your kindness you have made it
possible for many Nicaraguans to walk as if they had
been born again and raised from feeling entombed.
May God wash many blessings over each one of yo u ,
and may He always give you the encouragement and the
optimism to continue helping not only the people of
Nicaragua, but all those in need around the world, for
in the eyes of God we are all equal.
Thank you for creating new life within us, for teaching us
to be better people. Thank you for helping us believe that
e ve ry day is a miracle, thank you for the humanity. A
thousand thanks for you and to God for having united
our paths.
We feel united to you forever and always.
With much appreciation and fraternal love, Room 402

Po rter is currently undergoing an incredible expansion.
An exciting aspect of this venture is the development of
the Po rter Center for Joint Re p l a c e m e n t. The surgeons
at CJR have recently expanded their practice to lead in
the development of the Porter Center for 
Joint Replacement. This Center is a comprehensive care
system includes: 
c weekly pre-operative educational seminars, 
c sub-specialty trained operating room staff,
c a dedicated wing of the hospital with nurses

and therapists with unequalled skills
c operating room suites with state-of -the-art

equipment and facilities for joint replacement surgery. 
Colorado Joint Replacement, Po rter Hospital and its
Foundation have committed their support to Op e r a t i o n
Walk Denver through:

• d i rect financial support, guidance for the
Development Board, 

• assistance in planning fund-raising events and 
• providing advocacy for the mission, 
• helping educate the community and the hospital’s

patients regarding this life-altering work being
accomplished worldwide.

Many of the physician, nurse and therapist members of
the Po rter Center for Joint Replacement will be the team
members donating their time and skills in providing joint
replacement care on the Operation Walk missions. 
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